
How to Teach Love



1. A little about me and Flatiron School.
2. Why is learning to love important?
3. How can you teach someone to love?

Agenda



Hi, I’m Avi :)



Job Outcomes from Flatiron School







Why teach love?





If you want to build a ship, 
don’t drum up the men to 
gather wood, divide the 
work, and give orders. 
Instead, teach them to 
yearn for the vast and 
endless sea.





The more we learn to love, 
the more we can do.







“The best minds of my generation are 
thinking about how to make people click 
ads.”

Jeffrey Hammerbacher, Facebook





Monetizing 4% of our searches wasn’t 
going to work. How could we serve 
relevant ads on every search without 
having an advertiser bid on specific 
keywords?



"If there is no struggle, there is no progress. 
Those who profess to favor freedom, and yet 
depreciate agitation, are men who want crops 
without plowing up the ground. They want rain 
without thunder and lightning. They want the 
ocean without the awful roar of its many waters. 
This struggle may be a moral one; or it may be a 
physical one; or it may be both moral and 
physical; but it must be a struggle." 

Frederick Douglass



Bid on Search Results instead of keywords.









The things we love in life are abstract.



Mobilize your love by 
finding what to love.



How to teach love.



First Principle: 
People love meaning.



What is meaning?



“In an extreme view, the world can be seen as only 
connections, nothing else. We think of a dictionary 
as the repository of meaning, but it defines words only in 
terms of other words. I liked the idea that a piece of 
information is really defined only by what it's related to, 
and how it's related. There really is little else to meaning. 
The structure is everything. There are billions of neurons 
in our brains, but what are neurons? Just cells. The brain 
has no knowledge until connections are made between 
neurons. All that we know, all that we are, comes 
from the way our neurons are connected.”

Tim Berners-Lee





Meaning == Connection



“This is the Unix philosophy: Write 
programs that do one thing and do 
it well. Write programs to work 
together. Write programs to handle 
text streams, because that is a 
universal interface.” 

Douglas McIlroy



“Even though the UNIX system introduces a number of innovative 
programs and techniques, no single program or idea makes it work 
well. Instead, what makes it effective is the approach to 
programming, a philosophy of using the computer. 

Although that philosophy can't be written down in a single sentence, 
at its heart is the idea that the power of a 
system comes more from the relationships 
among programs than from the programs 
themselves. 

Many UNIX programs do quite trivial things in isolation, but, 
combined with other programs, become meaningful and useful tools.”

The Unix Programming Environment







People love what they find meaningful. 
Meaning is defined by connections. 

How do we create connections?



Stories, Context, and Abstraction



1. Stories
2. Context
3. Abstraction







Story: Tic Tac Toe



Story: Tic Tac Toe



1. Stories
2. Context
3. Abstraction



Nothing exists in a vacuum



Provide Context through Metaphors



Capital A Atom



An instance of an atom.



Atoms in General: a Class



An instance of a helium atom.



History provides great context.



How the Internet Works







1. Stories
2. Context
3. Abstraction



Abstraction is a process by which concepts are derived 
from the usage and classification of literal ("real" or 
"concrete") concepts, first principles, or other methods. 

"An abstraction" is the product of this process—a 
concept that acts as a super-categorical noun for all 
subordinate concepts, and connects any related 
concepts as a group, field, or category.

Abstractions may be formed by reducing the information 
content of a concept or an observable phenomenon, 
typically to retain only information which is relevant for a 
particular purpose. 





Remove Details. 
Hide Information. 
Encapsulate.



“The purpose of abstraction is not to be 
vague, but to create a new semantic 
level in which one can be absolutely 
precise.” 

Edsger Dijkstra



Once students learn abstraction, we can 
increase the density of our communication. 

Abstraction accelerates the speed at which 
we can forge connections through stories 
and context.

Abstraction provides a precision to teaching.





Thank you!


